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Sept. 2: In a speech before the national assembly, President Eric Arturo Delvalle renewed his
government's appeal for "dialogue" and negotiations with politicians and others associated with
the National Civic Crusade. He said that the positive economic indicators of the first half of the year
are being reversed, result of the political crisis that began in June. He called for a "cooling off" of
passions so that the country could return to the stability necessary for the maintenance and growth
of Panama City's as international finance center. Delvalle's gesture was rejected by deputies of the
Opposition Democratic Alliance (ADO), who walked out en masse when the president entered
the chamber. Deputy Raul de la Ossa rejected any possibility of dialogue with the government,
stating that the crisis affecting the country was a "moral" one. Since some public officials are
"immoral," they must first be removed in order for dialogue to occur. Throughout the previous
week, labor and peasant organizations under the Popular Organizations Coordinator (COPP)
issued declarations demanding government action favoring the "poor majority" in exchange for
support to the government in its struggle with the National Civic Crusade. The Crusade consists
largely of middle- and upper-class Panamanians, associated with business, professional and civic
organizations. Sept. 3: Teachers staged a demonstration in Panama City, demanding government
action against military commander in chief Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega and others suspected
of electoral fraud and other types of corruption. The demonstration was part of a series of what
the Crusade called "sectoral protests" to culminate in a nationwide rally. Sept. 4: Several civic
organizations, members of the Crusade, staged a march in downtown Panama City. Participating
in the march were members of the Lions, Rotary, and Union clubs, among others. Sept. 5: An
estimated 100,000 public employees returned to work after a three-day strike, after the government
formally accepted most of their demands. FENASEP (Federation of Public Employee and Servant
Associations) leader, Hector Aleman, announced the end of the strike on the evening of Sept. 4,
following negotiations with government and union representatives. The latter were appointed by
President Delvalle to form a commission with the objective of ending the strike. Aleman said the
government had already agreed to their most important demand Sept. 3 by presenting a bill to
the national congress which would guarantee employment stability for public employees. Next,
previously established wage increases and promotions were received by employees in several state
institutions. The only pending issue, he said, is reinstatement of some 30 laid-off workers. Sept. 8: At
a press conference in Panama City, president of the ruling Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD),
Romulo Bethancourt, reiterated the government's claim that political instability stems in large part
from US aspirations to remain in control of the Canal beyond December 31, 1999. According to a
treaty in effect between Washington and Panama City, US military and civilian personnel associated
with the Canal must leave by the year 2000. The PRD leader claimed legislation passed by the US
Congress in 1979 ("Law 96-70") has made it almost impossible for Panamanian citizens to obtain
high-level administrative posts in the Canal Zone. He accused the United States of attempting to
install a docile government in Panama City with the objective of reformulating the 1977 treaty to
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permit Washington to maintain and expand its military activities in the Canal Zone. (Basic data from
several reports by PRENSA LATINA)

-- End --
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